uuaeraDie ircue private quarrels wmcn renne tue mind and narrow the heart. Commerce is just the same. A professor is at least free, save for eight hours a week; when he is teaching, he is engaged in things of the mind, exalted, and free from the littleness of practical life, and the rest of his time is his own. Happy are the rich, they are not subjected to this slavery which I shall have to impose on myself. They are not obliged to sell one quarter of their life to redeem the rest from poverty, and to enjoy the virile exercises of thought and action. Being obliged to sell myself, I have tried to sell as little of myself as I could. I shall try to live with the rest.
There are but there modes of living in this world : 1, Pure Thought or Philosophy; 2, Politics or Action, i.e. the putting into practice of Thought in the order of Truth; 3, Art, i.e. the putting into practice of Thought in the order of Beauty. How happy is the man who can from the start give himself up to one of these three!
We are all obliged to bargain, to compromise, to divide ourselves between God and the devil. " Quality," says La Bruyere, " sets a man on his way ; it makes him gain thirty years."
You will think me rather an aristocrat. It is not according to popular tastes to hate those ordinary careers in which each man may have his share of usefulness to mankind. Alas, my dear friend, what would you have ? The more I see of real life, the more I dislike it, the more it seems to me that the men who live it are belittled by their functions and habits, the more I wish for independence !
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